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NOVAYA ZEMLYA

Novaya Zemlya is & long, mountainous archipelago consisting of two
mejor islands and & numbér of smaller ones strategically located off the
Soviet Arctic mainland. Structurally,‘it is a northefn extension of the
Ural Mounteins. The central mcuntain qhain_extends nearly the entire
~ length of the archipelago; the northern part is covered by an extensive
ice eap. Numerous fiords and bays indent the coast line and the narrow,
winding, navigable strait of Proliv Matochkin Shar divides the two islands,

The climate of the islands is characterlized by brief, cold, foggy
sumgers; long, cold, humid winters; ever present clouds; and incessant
winds. The persistent winds often reach veloclties that prohibit air
operations. Low winter temperstures hasmper outdoor actlvities; when
accompahied by strong winds, all operations, including flying are
curtailed. Seasonal variations in the length of deylight, vhich
culminsted in & 2~ to 3-month period oftotel darkness in winter, affect
all sctivities in the islands.

The ice-free navigation season in this area is limited to only a
few months in late sumwer. Ice conditions vary greatly from year to year,
and these conditions are further compiicated by interrelstiocns of the
relativelylwérm Nordkap Current of the Gulfstream, the cold Kara Sea, sond
changing winds. Generally the west coast 1s not free of ice until the
beginning of July but in some years it is free by the end of Msy. Because
of the cold water of the Kara See, ice conditlons are more severe on the |
eagt coast than on the Barents Sea coest. In moét years, iee is found

along the east coast until August or September; but offshore winds can
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temporarily move the ice several miles o sos.  For Noveys Zemlye as

& whole, optimum ice conditions oceur in the fall after the old sea ice

melts and before the young ice forms.

The popuiation is very spsase ard is cmnéen“braﬁed at airfields,
polar stabions, and other small settlements along the coasts. The
irrb’erior ig uwninhabited ‘ﬁ-‘excepé; for migratory reindeer herdsmen and a
few seasonal hunbters. The nabive Ventsy people are organized :Ln‘q;o
collsctives and are engaged in fighing, hunbing, trapping and herding,.
Wheler iheve are ferced laborers on Novayn Zemlys now is voknown, bub
reportedly they have besarz engaged In minlng operatlons in the past.

Air facilities, conzisting af.airfields and gea plans stations,
a'mr fdi&"i;rihuhed along the perﬁmatax". of Hovaya Zemlye. The largest
airfield ig locabed ab Uelushlya Goba on the southwestern coast of the
archipslago and has a gravel surfaced rumay 6,600 .i‘eet in length. dJet
fighters and helicopbare heve besn .sst_a'?;icmaci here and 3 rader sites are
locabted in the vieinity. Cther airfieids on Woveya Zemlya ave small
and used to supply the rearmr sebblements, ‘}?Zneeé 2irfields include
HMys Zhelaniya, Russkaya f‘wam”_,, Smidivich, Krestovaya Gubz, Malyye

Bermakuly, Krasimo, Mys Vykhodnoy, Matcchkin Shar, and Ostrov Pakhtbusove,
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NOVAYA ZEMLYA
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